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We may have, hereafter, to notice the wars in Bo- 
hemia and elsewhere, which followed upon this memo- 
rable decree ; by-which thaChurch, by its own authority, 
ventured to abrogate and. make void an express com- 
mand of our Blessed Lord and the acknowledged prac- 
tice of the primitive Chureh, on no stronger grounds 
than a custom introduced by reason, to avoid some 
dangers and scandals which they did not venture to 
define, though, its f ramers • clearly foresaw the opposi- 
tion which would be made to such; a decree, even in that 
dark age, and by men who did not deny tran&ubstan- 
tiation ; and, therefore, invoked the.whole powers of the 
Church and Inquisition to punish as heresy any attempt 
to disobey it. YVe shall also show how vain were their 
il-trmg and tyrannioj'.l attempts (even when subsequently 
ratified by the anathemas of the Council of Trent) to 
compel the whole of Christendom to substitute a custom 
of the Church in place of a command of its Heavenly 
Founder, given nearly 1,500 years before — depriving 
the laity of a sacred right, in order to increase the 
dignity of the priesthood. Probably, as there is no 
one point in which the Church of Rome has acted more 
visibly contrary to the Gospel than in this, so, we 
think, there is not any one thing which has raised a 
greater opposition to her, or made more men forsake 
her communion than this memorable and daring decree. 
The subject is one of deep interest to every follower of 
Christ, whether Roman Catholic or Protestant, and 
more especially to laymen, for whom we write, and 
whose privileges are deeply involved in the controversy. 
At present, until some graver reasons can be shown 
for varying from an express command of our Divine 
Master and the acknowledged practice of the primitive 
Church, than those above referred to, we shall only 
ask, whether it was those who disobeyed the Council of 
Constance, or the Council of Constance itself, who 
were really guilty of sacrilege, according to the solemnly- 
expressed judgments of Popes Gelasius and Leo the 
Great, to which we have already referred our readers? 



TO WHOM SHOULD WE PRAY? 
There is nothing so wonderful but that we cease to be 
astonished at it, if it is a thing which we do, or see done, 
every day. When first the electric telegraph or the 
daguerreotype was talked of, it sounded like a jest to 
hear of messages being sent hundreds of miles in a few 
seconds, or of pictures being painted by the sun ; and 
yet, now thousands employ these wonderful inventions 
as a matter of course, and no doubt in a few years it 
will almost cease to be a subject of occasional remark 
how wonderful these inventions are. The very cattlo 
who pasture by a line of railway, and who, at first, are 
frightened to distraction at the noise of the passing 
trains, gradually become so accustomed to it that they 
scarcely lift their heads from grazing when a train 
rushes by. 

Now, of all the wonderful things which we daily see 
taking place, without wondering at them, there is, per- 
haps, none which, when we think of it, contains more 
to astonish us than prayer. When a man is suffering 
under any distress which neither he nor other men are 
able to relieve, nothing is more natural or more common 
than to offer up a prayer to Almighty God for the re- 
moval of the affliction. The same man, perhaps, would 
be too shy to ask a small favour of another man of rank 
a little higher than his own, or, if he required a favour 
from one very much his superior, could not venture to 
speak until he had obtained an introduction from some 
one likely to have influence with bim. And yet, a 
moment's thought must show how infinitely above him 
is He whom he addresses so naturally, and often so 
thoughtlessly. Each of us is but one among mil- 
lions of inhabitants of the earth ; this earth itself but 
one among millions of worlds, each probably as densely 
peopled as our own ; is it not wonderful, then, that 
creatures so insignificant as we are should have boldness 
to address the maker and governor of all things ? But 
the wonder is increased when we remember that we are 
sinful creatures, and that we who are so ready to ask 
God for favours, have no right to expect anythingrat his 
hands save the penalties due to his offended justice. If, 
notwithstanding all this, our nature tells us that God has 
made prayer our instinct and our necessity, we must 
ask, has he not provided some means to calm that awe 
and dread which would deter us from approaching him? 
has he not, perhaps, appointed some being to mediate 
between us and him, some being not too highly exalted 
above our nature, but one who we may he confident 
can sympathize in our sufferings and our frailties ? 

Now, the Church of England and the Church of Home 
are agreed on this, that God has provided such a media- 
tor as we are speaking of; and that in the person of his 
own Son. He is both God and man, and is thereby pe- 
culiarly suited to be the object of our devotions. As 
God, he has infinite power to assist all his suppliants ; 
as man, he has given proofs of love to us and of readiness 
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to sympathize with us, sufficient to give us confidence 
in his willingness to help us. And his willingness to 
help us is not matter of conjecture or of inference ; he 
has promised that the petitions shall be granted which 
are presented to the Father in his name. 

But though, on this point of doctrine, the two churches 
are agreed, there is a great difference as to the manner 
in which it is practically received by the members of 
both communions. We have, in our previous numbers, 
spoken of tha importance that each Christian who is 
able should study for himself the written Word of God. 
Any who neglects to do this, even though he may be 
rightly informed as to the doctrines contained in Scrip, 
tore, runs the risk of not having them impressed on his 
mind in the same relative importance which they hold 
in the Bible. For example, we believe that the 
doctrine that our Blessed Lord was perfect man, al- 
though a doctrine which no Christian will formally 
deny, is one which forms no part of the practical creed 
of those Roman Catholics who are not familiar with the 
Bible. It is as God that such a one almost exclusively 
regards our Saviour; as the future judge of mankind, 
who shall hereafter appear, in flaming fire, taking ven- 
geance on those who know not God. It is no wonder, 
then, that, from dwelling exclusively on this awful side 
of our Lord's character, they should well nigh cease to 
look on him as the mediator through whom we are to 
draw nigh to the Father, and that they should seek for 
other mediators, through whom we may approach to him. 
Another circumstance which contributes to produce the 
same effect is the fact, that the ordinary pictorial repre- 
sentations of our Lord relate, for the most part only, to 
the two extreme points of his sojourn on earth. He is 
commonly pictured either as an infant in his mother's 
arms, or as in the agonies of death, on the cross ; and as 
neither of these representations bring him before the 
mind as one ready to hear and answer the requests of 
his people, those who have not some other means of 
studying his character are in danger of losing sight of 
some of the most important practical lessons taught us 
by our Saviour's incarnation. 

But very different is the case of those whose know- 
ledge of our Lord's nature is derived from the Gospel 
narratives, and who, consequently, have read not 
merely of the beginning and the end, but of all his life ; 
who know that he is represented by the evangelists as 
perfect man, taking part in all in which man may with- 
out sin engage ; censured by the self-righteous of his 
day for the reftdiness with which he would enter any 
scene of innocent festivity ; yet still more ready to 
enter as a comforter and help into the house of sickness 
or of mourning; and as he called himself, the friend of 
his disciples, their teacher, their counsellor, their inter- 
cessor. It is perfectly impossible for any one who lias 
thus studied the character of Jesus Christ when he was 
on earth, and who believe that he is the same now, to 
suppose that he will consider the distresses of his sup, 
pliants beneath his attention, or to imagine that they 
can find other intercessors more compassionate, or more 
patient, or more forgiving. It is remarkable that it is 
recorded on several occasions, in the Gospels, that our 
Lord heard the petitions which those about him -would 
have had him spurn, and dealt mercifully with the sins 
which Ills disciples would have had him punish. For 
example : — Luke xviii. 35 — 43. Mark x. 13 — 14. Luke 
ix. 51 — 56. Matt. xv. 21 — 28, which we give verbatim 
from the Douay Bible. 

"Luke xviii. 35 to 43. 
"Now it came to pass, when he drew nigh to Jericho, 
that a certain blind man eat by the wayside begging -. 

" And when he heard the multitude passing by, he 
asked what this meant. 

" And they told him, that Jesus of Nazareth was pass- 
ing by. 

"And he cried out, saying: Jesus, Son of David, have 
mercy on me. 

" And they that went before rebuked him, that he 
should hold his peace : but he cried out much more : 
Son of David, have mercy on me. 

" And Jesus standing, commanded him to be brought 
unto him ; and when he was come near, he asked him, 
" Saying : What wilt thou that I do to thee? K But 
he said : Lord, that I may see. 

"And Jesus said to him: Receive thy sight; thy 
faith hath made thee whole. 

" And immediately he saw, and followed him, glori- 
fying God. And all the people, when they saw it, gave 
praise to Gqd." 

"Markx. 13, 14. 
"And they brought to him young children, that he 
might touch them. And the disciples rebuked them 
that brought them. 

"Whom when Jesus saw, he was much displeased, and 
saith to them : Suffer little children to come unto me, 
and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of 
God." 

"Luke ix. 51 to 56. 
" And it came to pa9», when the days of his assump- 
tion were accomplishing, that he steadfastly set his face 
to go to Jerusalem, 
" And he sent messengerrbefore his face ; and going, 



they entered into a city of the Samaritans, to prepare 
for him. 

" And they received him not ; because his face vraa 
of one going to Jerusalem. 

" And when his disciples, James and John, had seen 
this, they said : Lord, wilt thou that we command fire 
to come down from heaven and consume them ? 

" And turning, he rebuked them, saying : Tou know- 
not of what spirit you are. 

" The Son of Man came not to destroy souls, but to 
save^ And they went into another town." 
" Matt. xv. 21 to 28. 

" And Jesus went from thence, and retired into the 
coasts of Tyre and Sidon. 

" And, behold, a woman of Canaan, who came out of 
those coasts, crying out, said to him : Have mercy on 
me, O Lord, thou Son of David: my daughter is griev- 
ously troubled by a devil. 

" Who answered her not a word. And his disciples 
came and besought him, saying: Send her away, for she 
crieth after us ; 

" And he answering, said : I was not sent but to the 
sheep that are lost of the house of Israel. 

" But she came and adored him, saying : Lord, help 
me. 

" Who answering, said: It is not good to take the 
bread of the children and cast it to the dogs. 

" But she said: Yea, Lord ; for the whelps also eat 
of the crumbs that fall from the table of their masters. 

" Then Jesus answering, said to her : O woman, 
great is thy faith ; be it done to thee as thou wilt ; and 
her daughter was cured from that hour." 

We have added the last passage because it is the only 
one in the Gospels where the disciples appear to have 
been more ready to do a work of mercy than their Lord; 
and yet, when we examine the history, we find that the 
disciples' intercession proceeded, not from compassion, 
but from selfish impatience, to be rid of the woman's 
importunities, while our Lord's first refusal proceeded 
not from want of compassion but from a desire to draw 
her forth to fuller exercises of faith, which he was about 
richly to reward. 

The case, then, stands thus:— It is true that, weak and 
sinful as we are, we might naturally find it difficult to 
come with any confidence to present requests to our 
justly offended God ; but it is also true that God has, 
'in his mercy, anticipated the difficulties which it was 
natural for us to experience, and has presented to us 
the human nature of Christ as a tangible object for our 
affections to take hold of, and through which we might 
be brought near to God. It is certain that God has 
made him known to us as our intercessor, as perfectly 
able to hear every request made to him, able also to 
grant it, and full of love and willingness to help all who 
seek his aid, as having also promised to grant requests 
made in his name. Now, if all this be true, can any- 
thing be more perverse than, notwithstanding all, to 
fly to other mediators, to whose intercession no promise 
has been given, with regard to whom we have no cer- 
tainty (nothing beyond doubtful conjecture) whether 
they can know that wc are addressing them at all, 
and no certainty that, if they da hear, they are able to 
procure the fulfilment of our requests ; and who, we may 
also be sure, are infinitely inferior in love and compas- 
sion towards us to him who gave his life for our sakes ? 
And it must be remembered, that recourse to such other 
mediators is admitted on all hands not to be divinely 
appointed. The Church of Rome herself only asserts 
that it is permitted us (not commanded) to seek the 
intercession of the saints ; and the Roman Catholic who 
shall resolve from this day forth to offer prayers tonone 
but God, would violate no precept of his church. It 
would surely, then, seem to be the safest way- to direct 
all our prayers to him to whom we are commanded to 
pray, and who has promised to hear our prayers ; 
rather than to those to whom we have no command to 
pray, and with regard to whom it is doubtful whether 
they can hear our prayers or not. 

We have thus given some reasons for thinking that it 
is needless for any one who believes the doctrine of our 
Lord's incarnation to seek for any other intercessor. 
We hope in our next number to showthat the directing 
our prayers to others is worse than merely useless, that 
it is productive of mischievous practical consequences: 



THE CURE AND THE BISHOP. 
(Abridyed from the French.) 
Is a retired village in France there lived, not long ago, 
a good cure, in the midst of two or three hundred pa- 
rishioners. One Sunday, when returning from saying 
the mass, he was reflecting upon the little benefit hig 
people could have derived from it, he came upon a 
dozen of them, who were chatting together before the 
door of the church. It occurred to him that afamiliar 
conversation with these simple country people might be 
more useful to them than chaunting vespers to them in 
Latin ; so he stopped in the midst of them, seated him., 
self on a stone, and leaning his two hands on the top of 
his walkingstick, he said, in a good-humoured tone- — 
"Tell me, John, are you a Christian?" 
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" Why, yes, Mr. Cure," replied John, quite asto- 
nished. 

" And how did yon become a Christian ?"■ 

" How 1 Why, because you baptized me, when I 
was quite little, and so I am a Christian." / 

" Well, but my good fellow, do yon think that that 
thief whom the police arrested, last month, on the 
highway, and who was condemned yesterday to ten 
years at the galleys, for having stolen 8,000frs. from our 
notary— do you think that robber was a Christian?" 

" Certainly not." 

" Yet, like yourself, he had received baptism when he 
was a child. You see, therefore, it is not merely .bap- 
tism that makes a Christian. And you, George, are 
y«o a Christian ?" 

" Yes, I am." 

"And why?" 

"Because I've mask my first communion." 

" Well, you have heard speak of Cartouche ?" 

"Yes j sometimes." 

" Was he a Christian ?" 

" No ; he was a robber, like Maudrin." 

"Yet, my friend, both Cartouche and Mandrin had 
received their first communion. You see, therefore, 
that the communion does not constitute a Christian." 

Our worthy peasants looked at each other, as if they 
did not quite know what their good cure was at. 

He continued — " Mr. Schoolmaster, you can better 
inform me, I dare say, what renders you a Chris- 
tian?" 

The schoolmaster, persuaded the cure had selected 
him to decide the difficulty to the satisfaction of all, 
was, for a moment, greatly flattered to hear himself 
thus appealed to ; so, after having coughed and cleared 
his throat, he replied — " I am a Christian : 

" 1st. Because I go every -Sunday to mass. 

" 2ndly. Because I go to confession every month. 

" 3rdly. Because I observe the penances imposed ; I 
recite my Pater Nosters ; I keep the fasts, Lent, and all 
the reBt." 

" Your answer is longer than the others (the peda- 
gogue looked well pleased with this commencement), 
but it is worth no more (the schoolmaster made & gri- 
mace) ; for you know," continued the cure, " that all 
hypocrites, who trade in religion, all go to mass, fast, 
recite their Paters, observe their penances; yet these 
hypocrites are not Christians." 

The auditors were all token by surprise ; every one 
feared to be questioned. A child, about ten years of 
age, who was present, alone remained nnconeerned. It 
was to this child the cure now addressed himself. 
" Tell me, little Joseph, what must one do to be a 
Christian ?" 

' ' Sir, we must Ioto God and be very good. " 
"Blessed art thou, Heavenly Father," exclaimed the 
pastor, "because thou hast bid these things from the 

wise and prudent, and hast revealed themunto babes 

Matt., c. 11. Yes, my friends, that which constitutes 
the Christian are the feelings of his heart. He who has 
faith in Jesus Christ, as having obtained for him for- 
giveness of his sins, and who, being thus pardoned, 
loves God with all his heart, and loves his neighbour as 
himself, he is a Christian. In two words, religion does 
not consist in ceremonies performed by oar feet, our 
hands, or our months ; it consists in the faith and love 
of onr hearts to Jesus Christ." 

Here the cure ended the conversation, and withdrew. 
His words, which had so completely astonished oar good 
peasants, will not so much surprise the reader, when he 
is told that the cure had for some time past devoted 
himself to reading a large book which he had inherited 
from an uncle, and that this study, in which hewaaseen 
to be engaged morning and evening, preceded and fol- 
lowed by prayer, hail more than once caused the good man 
to forget his Breviary, and had modified his religious 
opinions. He thought he saw in his church more than 
one thing which was not good, but not being yet quite 
clear sboat it, be continued at the same time to read his 
book and to say the mass. But this time he had 
wounded the self-esteem of the schoolmaster, who, to 
Tevenge himself, reported the aforesaid conversation to 
the vicar; hB, wishing to hare the cure's post, wrote 
to the bishop, and the Thursday following the cure re- 
ceived from his superior, who was at the same time his 

ancle and his friend, the following letter 

"My dear Nephew, and Brother in Jesus Christ, I 
hare been -told that, last Sunday, you held in your 
cburob a oonvessation, the csnsoquenoe of which will 
be to bring into contempt all the holy practices «f out 
church, and to place the salvation of man beyond the 
influence of the priest. You must feel how dangerous 
such doctrines would be : I wish, therefore, to believe 
that your words were ill-understood or misrepresented, 
and that, without doubt, you meaat to say that ill these 
practices ought to be accompanied by the sentiments of 
the heart, but that practices -and sentiments are equally 1 
necessary ; that if faith and repentance be necessary on' 
the part of the believer, the intervention of the priest 
is -not less necessary to receive that faith, to.accept Hurt 
repentance, and to tender of avail the sacraments of 
Baptism, of Confirmation, of Extreme Unction, 4c.,'' 
without which there can be-rro salvation. I hope that 
you will be able to answer me in this sense ; and also 



to explain yourself thus in your next eahortation at 
'Mass — I salute yon, " &c. 

The cure read and re-read this letter ; he found in it 
something which hurt both his heartand his understand- 
ing — yet he did not quite know bow he -would reply to 
it—he did not reply ; he waited, and during this time it 
was perceived that he 'shut himself up oftener in his 
study to pray and read his great book,, as might be per- 
ceived from that part of his garden towards which his 
window looked. At length, after some weeks of study, 
he sent an earnest and respectful reply, which, however, 
was so far from satisfying the bishop that, three days 
after, he sent one to takegpur cure's place, and invited 
the cure to come and spend tome weeks with him. The 
bishop was a respectable old man, sincere and of good 
faith. No doubts had ever arisen in his mind against 
the authority of his Holy Mother Church ; therefore, as 
a respectful and submissive son, he had subjected his 
body to its most minute observances ; his health had 
even suffered thereby : ever seeking an internal peace, 
which he could not rind, experiencing the want of assu- 
rance of his salvation, he added pilgrimages to fasts, 
to pilgrimages hair-cloth next his skin, all which had 
greatly fatigued bis body, without tranquillizing his 
fioul. He was always asking himself, whether he had 
done sufficient to gain heaven, and he trembled at the 
thought that lie was still, perhaps, some steps off, perhaps 
at the threshold— yet still liable to fall into hell ! Then 
fresh abstinences, fresh fears, and thus life flowed away ; 
divided between the sufferings of his body and the an- 
guish of his mind. The reader can -understand from 
this the end he had in view, when he summoned the 
poor cure ; he hoped to bring him back to opinions 
more conformable to his church, from which he saw 
he was rapidly wandering. The cure obeyed the 
invitation of his bishop, who said nothing to him 
at first, but received him with kindness. The next 
day, to be free from interruptions, the bishop set off 
with him into the country, where there were no wit- 
nesses, except three or four children, who were minding 
a flock at a little distance. During a walk in the park, 
be entered at length on the subject. " Tell me, my dear 
nephew, where did you pick up these new doctrines, so 
opposed to those of the church. Must not Satan have 
suggested them to you?" "No, my lord, it was the 
Bible." " That is *hen the reason, that you have dis- 
tributed in your parish a bundred copies of this book, 
as I am told." "My lord, I did not think I could do 
■wrong in placing before the eyes of the faithful the 
words which God has addressed to all." "But do you 
not perceive that the common people cannot understand 
this- book, which ought only toberead and explained by 
the priest ?" " No, I do not aee that ; I find, on the con - 
trary, that God has judged that all can comprehend h, 
since he has enjoined the reading of it to all ; for Jesus 
said to the Jews, ' Search the Scriptures,' and the 
Psalmist has said, ' The law of the Lord is perfect, re- 
storing - the soul ; the testimony of the Lord is Bure, 
making wise the simple.' — Psalm xix. Moses desires the 
king to Tead the law every day of his life. He says to 
all the people, ' Put my word in your hearts, bind ft 
on your hands, inscribe it on your houses.' St. Luke 
commends the inhabitants of Boerea, because they cam- 
pare the preaching of St. Paul with the Word of God. 
St. Paul, when writing his epistles to the different 
churches, does not address himself solely to the priests ; 
but he says, " To you, who are at Borne ;' ' To all 
those who are in Achaia.' If all the Israelites in the 
time of Moses, all the Jews in the time of Jesus Christ 
(11 the inhabitants of Borne and of Achaia might read 
the Bible, I do not see why all the Christians of our 
days should not read it also." 

" But do you not know," replied the bishop, " that 
the Bible is obscure, and cannot be understood by all." 

" You shall judge," said the cure, smiling. He made 
a sign to the children who were tending the flock to ap- 
proach, and when these children, of from ten to twelve 
yeare old, had ranged themselves in a semicircle before 
the bishop, the cure said to the yonngest, " my child 
' Thon Shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind 1* Do you under- 
stand me 7" 

" Oh I yes, Mr. Cure, we must iove the blessed God." 

*' And you, my child, listen, ' There is none righteous, 
there is none that doeth good,' Do yon understand ?" 
The child cast down his eyes ; be had so well understood 
the words that his conscience had at once applied them 
to himself, andus he had just been striking one of his 
companions m a quarrel, he replied — 

" It was he who began ; he gave me a kick also." 

" It was your fault," said the other. 

** No," ssfid a'little girl, " it was both of them." 

"Well, my_little friend," said the onre, " listen— 
* ChriBt has died for our sins; there is no more con- 
demnation for those who are in Christ ; believe in th» 
Lord Jesus and thou Bhalt be saved.' What does that 
mean, my chihl?" 

"* It means that God will pardon onr sins if we lova 
Jesus Christ." 

"Now you," said the cure to the fourth, "listen— 
' If any man lack wisdom, let him ask of God, who 
giveth to all men liberally.' 'Pray without ceasing.' 
What do these words mean ?" 
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-••Stay ; that means that we must pray to "CWd to 
-make <us good." 

" Quite right, my eftildmn ; fight no more, love 
Jesus Christ, who died to obtain the pardon of Jour 
sins ; ask God «o >ma"ke you good, and you will ge to 
heaven." Tlu> oiiudrenwent oft" quite delighted.' 

" Well," said the 'Cure to his bishop, "it ■appears 
these children understood my.words." 

"That is not surprising," said the latter, "*hey 
were so simple." 

•" Yet these words, *o siatple, are precisely those of 
the Bible; and if 'these -children can understand- them, 
it is to be supposed their fathers and mothers would 
understand them also." 

" Yes ; but all the pages of the Bible are not aselear 
as those you have quoted." 

•* I grant it ; bnt even if the simple believer hadonly 
understood these four passages out of the whole 'Bible, 
•would it not be euough to make It worth hie while to 
read it? Besides, experience and good sense unite to 
prove, that after the Bible has been read with prayer 
for some time, the most simple reader will soon find an 
easy passage help him to understand another lees dear ; 
that which he has mastered will help him to understand 
what still remains to be learned, and thus difficulties aje 
gradually cleared away. When a friend addresses a 
letter to us, of which some words are indistinct or 
blotted, we do not on that account reject the Sheet of 
paper ; we read it a second and a third time, until what 
precedes and what follows enable ns to understand the 
illegible words." 

" But," answered the bishop, rather embarrassed 
how to get rid of these reasonings, " is it not better to 
submit the Bible to the interpretation of councils, whose 
decisions are directed by the Holy Spirit, according to 
the promise of Jesus Christ ?" 

"But," returned the cure, without hesitation, " why 
should the Holy Spirit, who can direct the decisions of 
councils, not direct also the mind of the simple be- 
liever, who implores it with humility? For this premise 
of Jesus Christ was not made to councils only, but to all 
whom the Lord shall call." 

"But, then, if each one may pretend to read the 
Bible, you will have as many creeds as individuals ; 
while in submitting the Bible to the interpretation of 
councils, we should have one uniform faith." 

" I do notbelieve it ; for how willunrformiry be hotter 
attained by reading the decrees of councils than by read- 
ing the Bible ? Will it be-more easy to understand the 
Latin of the Council of Trent, than the Latin ef the 
Vulgate? No; but the priest is there toiaterpretto the 
simple believer the decrees of the council. But even 
sp, will it be more easy for the believer to understand 
the French of his cure from the pulpit, than the French 
of De Bacey, in the translation of the Bible? Be it 
Latin for Latin, or French for French, I would rather 
read tfoe text than the commentary. The Bible is 
worth more than • the explanations, unless we pnetend 
that, when God Bpeaks, men know better what he means 
to say than he does himself, and that men havemore 
capacity to make themselves understood." 

"Finally," said the bishop, with some impatience, 
" what do you mean to conclnde from all this ?" 

"I conelude tlmt, since the Bible is the Word of God, 
every man is bound to go and draw from that Word the 
rule of his faith and conduct, without any one having the 
right to impose any other upon him ; and that, If the 
simple believer ought to listen to his pastor, it is only 
so far as the pastor speaks conformably to the 
Bible. Then the faith of the Christian will he an 
enlightened faith, and so much the more firm, as it shall 
be more intelligent. Then the Christian will be aible to 
say in his conscience, that be obeys God rather than 
man, since he draws from the book which all Christian 
communions (the Catholic, Apostolic, and Roman 
Church also) are obliged to recognise as the source of 
all religion, as the Word of God. Is it not at the source 
that the water of a- rivulet is most limpid and dlear? 
Does not every step it flows through the clay and mud 
of this earth contribute to pollute it? Well, 'ki the 
same way, wiM not religion be most pure at Hs source, 
in the mouth of God, and will not every etep made in 
passing from mouth to mouth tend to corrvpt it ? Give, 
therefore, the Bible to the people, and they will then 
understand that it is not mere vain ceremonies that can 
wave the sinner, but the blood of Christ -alone, surd the 
renewal of the heart by the Holy^Ghost." The cure 
spoke with so much warmth, that the bishop -saw be 
should never succeed in making him abandon this new 
course by mere persuasion. He brought into play, 
therefore, turn by torn, the fear of hindering bis ad- 
vancement in the Church, the menaces of the condem- 
nation of Rome, &c. But all was useless ; the cure 
always returned this answer—" Show me by the Bible 
that 1 am mistaken, and then I shall be ready to sub- 
mit." 

And he bore with -resignation all the petty-persecu- 
tion -raised against him. A few months later, the 
bishop fell seriously ill : he grew worse day by day : 
the fear, or rather the certainty of an approaching 
death, doubled his terrors, as to the uncertainty of his 
salvation. He tried -to re-assure himself, and wondered 
he was not able. In vain did he repeat to himself 
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that few saints had submitted to austerities so severe 
and so numerous as he; his conscience still reminded 
him of sin, and made him fear that he had not yet per- 
formed penances enough to expiate his faults before 
him " who is of purer eyes than to behold evil." In 
this state of trouble, he recalled to mind, the peace, the 
ealm which the cure seemed to enjoy while he was 
with him ; and the thought that that peace of mind was, 
perhaps, the fruit of his new religious convictions, 
gained strength in his mind. In the prospect of death, 
people care little for the opinion of the world, which 
they care so much for in the time of health : the bishop, 
therefore, sent for his nephew, and told him that he de- 
sired to converse with him on serious subjects. The 
cure came to the dying man. When the bishop saw 
him enter, he said — " You are welcome ; take a seat, 
and let them leave us alone for a few minutes." When 
all had withdrawn, the cure, after closing the door, sat 
down by the bed of his uncle, who said, in a sad and 
solemn voice — " My dear friend, I have no time to lose, 
and therefore, without any disguise, I come to the point 
at once. You know my life, you know that I have ac- 
quitted myself, and scrupulously, in the duties of my 
religion, and yet, I confess, in the prospect of appearing 
before God, even after having received the holy sacra- 
ment for the last time, I tremble at the thought of pre- 
senting myself at the tribunal of my Judge ! Some 
overpowering voice within me tells me, that I am 
not ready to appear, and I feel I do not enjoy in 
my dying bour, that Christian calmness which can see 
death approach without fear, and even welcome it with 
joy. I have observed in you, my dear brother, this 
precious peace, and even when harrassing you for your 
doctrines, I was internally struck by the composure 
-which they produced in your soul. Oh ! tell me quickly 
I entreat of you — how did you obtain it ?" 

" I can tell you," replied the cure, "for I have been 
myself in the state of mind in which I now find you. 
In examining my life, I discovered each day new im- 
perfections : the more I tried to live holily, the more I 
felt sin weigh on my conscience. If I performed a good 
action in the eyes of the world, I felt that it was bad in 
the sight of God, because vanity or pride had always 
some share in it. If I forced myself to make a resolu- 
tion in the sight of God, at the moment when I was 
deciding to do good, I found some interested motive 
also urging me to it, and thus polluting it. Finally, 
I came to hate myself. I held life in horror, and what 
increased my terrors was, that J found, in reading my 
Bible, such declarations as these : ' The wages of sin 
i* death !' ' Cursed is every one who continueth not in ' 
all things written in the book of the law to do them 1' ' 
' Whosover shall have kept the whole law, and yet 
have offended in one point, is guilty of the whole.' One 
day, I thought I should lose my senses, and in despair 
I cast myself on my knees, striking my breast, and ex- 
claiming, O my God ! take pity on me, I am a great 
sinner ; what must I do, what must I do to be saved ? 
I rose, and opening my Bible, I cast my eyes on it, and 
there I found the very words I had just uttered, ' What 
must I do to be saved ?' Struck by this coincidence I 
hastened to read the words which followed. It was pre- 
eitely the reply to my question, thus — ' Believe in 
the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved.' 
Believe, and thou shalt be saved, said I. What! it is' 
sufficient to believe ! I thought I must have misunder- 
stood, I re-read these words, and I found again and again, 
' Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be 
saved.' In order to throw light on this thought, I 
looked at other passages in my Bible, which treated of 
the same subject, and which were indicated by refe- 
rences. I found a great number of which the sense 
always was, ' Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, thy sins ; 
shall bs pardoned, and thou shalt receive eternal life.' : 
I confess, however, that this faith which was required 
of me, this salvation so freely offered me, all this was 
at first in my head, without reaching my heart, when ' 
one day the words of the Gospel, * by grace are te \ 
saved,' fell like light into the depth of my soul. ■ 
Grace ! oh ! now I understand, cried I ; I was condemned 
to hell, like a felon to the scaffold, and when ready to j 
perish, my King sends me a pardon. I understand — I 
owed my Master a heavy debt of Bins, and my God has j 
cancelled them. I owe it to his grace. Now I under- j 
stand this word. How sweet it is, how powerful to chase 
from my heart all fear ! Now, whether I die or live, I 
am saved ! What love my God has shown for me ; and 
now that I am saved by his grace, what love I must 
have for him. How delightful to do his will ! How 
willingly will I sacrifice myself to his service and to 
the good of my brethren, who know not yet what this 
grace is — the pardon, the love of God. Grace ! this 
word encompassed all my soul, and since then an ever- 
increasing peace has spread itself through my heart. 
I experienced the reality of that promise of Jesus, ' My 
peace I give unto you, not as the world giveth, give I 
unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let 
it be afraid.' — John xiv. Since then I have known no 
greater happiness than labouring to do the will of my 
God. Without doubt, I still fall into sin frequently, but 
I never rise without trembling ; and without gaining 
even from those falls, new strength by which to stand 
.firm for the future. Since that time, I have been full 



of an ardent desire to make known this good news to 
my brethren ; and I am happy, indescribably happy, 
when I see my words fall on a heart well prepared, 
and another soul escape hell by turning to the Saviour." 

" But, my dear brother, "interrupted the bishop, moved 
by these words of fire, " who guarantees you that that 
assurance of your salvation which you believe yon ex- 
perience, is truly a reality, ratified in heaven by God 
himself, and that it is not purely the fruit of your ima- 
gination ?" 

" I have, as a guarantee, the witness of the Holy Spirit 
which I bear in my heart, and which made St. Paul 
say, 'That the Spirit of God witnesseth with his 
spirit, that he was adopted of God.' I know that the 
world may tell me that this is also the fruits of my 
imagination. But what matters it what the world says 
and thinks? It is sufficient for me, to feel it is other- 
wise. I say to all, ask God for his Spirit to enlighten 
you, and you will obtain it to sanctify you. H people 
put my counsel in practice, they soon find the truth of it, 
and I thank God for it. If they believe me not and 
mock me, I am not the less assured of my salvation. I 
pray for the unbeliever, and I always hope for him : I 
know that God can convert him, even at the last bour. 
Yes, my dear uncle, it is not in yourself that you must 
look for your salvation — your works, always imperfect, 
can never give you security. You need a Saviour, 
powerful, perfect, holy j you need Jesus Christ the Son 
of God, God manifest in the flesh. It is dbly with 
such a support, that you will no longer fear to fall, and 
such an advocate with God, that you will be assured 
from condemnation." During the following days, the 
two friends had several other conversations. The 
bishop grew weaker and weaker, but at the same time 
his soul seemed to gain new strength ; he listened 
much more than he spoke. He made his nephew read 
to him different parts of the New Testament, amongst 
others the Epistle to the Komans and that to the Gala- 
tians. At length, one Sunday evening as his nephew, 
kneeling at the foot of his bed, concluded a prayer in 
these words : — ' ' My God, we look not to ourselves, 
nor to our works, but solely to Jesus Christ to save 
us" — The bishop raised his eyes to heaven, and pro- 
nouncing those words : " Amen, Lord, amen," he 

breathed forth his last sigh. „ 

Roussell. 

THE BLESSING OF LITERATURE. 
Many who have not the advantage of wealth or high 
standing in society, are apt to repine at their situation 
— to regret that they are debarred from much refined 
and intellectual intercourse ; but this deprivation is in 
a great measure ideal ; there is an intercourse far more 
intelligent than that of any living society whatever — 
the great commonwealth of letters — which knows no 
distinction of persons, admits of no adventitious superi- 
ority, where everything is rated at its real value, and 
reduced to its legitimate standard. Whatever may i 
have been the rank of authors,, the wealth or conse- 
quence attaching to their living persons, they exact no | 
further homage ; they are entertained without expense, i 
dismissed without ceremony ; they are at once our pre- , 
ceptors, masters, servants, they come or go at our ! 
bidding ; they speak or are dumb at our pleasure. Wo ' 
open the book, its eloquence streams upon us; we close i 
the leaves, it is instantly sealed in silence. We have 
the best thoughts of the best men in the best possible 
form ; we benefit by a close communion with great and 
shining characters, without being annoyed by their ; 
foibles and eccentricities which appear to be more par- ; 
ticularly inherent in genius. Had we lived in the 
same time, and possessed the intimacy of Dr. Johnson, . 
we should have been shocked to find that, with all his i 
intelligence and strength of mind, he was contracted in 
principle, insolent and overbearing in argument. We ; 
should have blushed for the tarnished honour of our j 
common nature, to think that so great a mind as Addi- , 
son's could have been meanly jealous of contemporary j 
worth. And, as we all know, poor Goldsmith, amidst j 
innumerable follies and foibles, was so great a glutton I 
of praise that he considered the applause bestowed upon ; 
a rope-dancer unjustly diverted from himself; and, in 
the presence of Dr. Johnson and several others, actually 
broke his shins in a clumsy attempt to prove he could 
surpass him. In books are treasured up the maturest 
fruits of the greatest and most cultivated minds ; they 
contain the pure and condensed intelligence of the 
human mind, without any proportionate alloy of its pas- 
sions and weaknesses. Thus the noblest conceptions of 
our nature are preserved in the odours of language, as 
formerly the bodies of the great and noble were embalmed 
in perfumes. In reading history, for instance, we par- 
ticipate in the actions of the illustrious dead, and ex- 
change with pleasure the dull monotony of our own 
existence for the glorious achievements and enthusiasm 
of theirs. Under the pen of the historian, the events of 
time undergo a refining and condensing process ; he 
retains all that is worth preserving, the kernel, without 
the husks or shell. We thus engage in war without the 
peril of a wound, and accompany the voyager without 
encountering the dangers of the seas Professor Cal- 
vert's Lecture on Reading, delivered in the Mechanics' In- 
stitution, Liverpool. 



TO COBEESFONDENTS. 



We beg to acknowledge the communication of "Catholicus," 
bearing the post-mark of Kingstown. We have only been prevented 
by press of matter from already redeeming our pledge respecting Iff 
reply to His Grace the Archbishop of Dublin's essay, entitled 
" The Search after Infallibility," which appeared in our first and 
second numbers. The subject h one of the greatest importance; 
and " Catholicus" will not find that we shall shrinh from the fullest 
discussion of both sides of the question. 

We have received a letter in reply to the Rev. W. Carson of 
Walerford from the Rev. R. A. Wilson of Glasgow, the great length 
of which rendered it impossible to insert it in our present number ; 
also several other communications which we are obliged to omit for 
want of space. We would earnestly request alt our valued contri- 
butors, both Roman Catholic and Protestant, to limit the length 
of their communications, so as not only to prevent disappointment 
to themselves, but increase the facility of insertion in aperiodical so 
limited in space as the Catholic Layman. 

All letters to be addressed to the Editor, 9, Upper Saekrille-st. 

No anonymous letter can be attended to. Whatever is sent for 
insertion must be authenticated by the name and address of the 
writer, not necessarily for publication, but as a guarantee for his 
good faith. 

Subscriptions are earnestly solicited, which our friends will observe 
are payable in advance. The amount may be forwarded either in 
postage stamps or a post-office order, payable to Mr. Win. Curry, 
Upper Sackville-strcet, Dublin. 

Contributors of £1 per annum will be furnished with six copies, 
any of which will be forwarded, as directed, to nominees of the 
subscriber. Any one receiving any number of the journal which 
has not been paid for or ordered by himself, will not be charged for 
it, and may assume that it has been paid for by a subscriber. 
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ON THE USE OF THE FATHERS. 

The number of letters which have already been 
written to this journal by Roman Catholics is a 
fact not only gratifying to ourselves, but impor- 
tant, as showing that educated and intelligent 
Roman Catholic laymen are sensible of the ne- 
cessity of discussion, and that they are disposed 
to enter upon it with those who come forward to 
discuss in a fair and candid manner. We con- 
ceive it to be our duty to endeavour, calmly and 
reasonably, to lead this discussion into the most 
useful and practical direction, by appealing to 
men's reason and sober judgment. 

It has struck us rather forcibly, that while our 
Roman Catholic correspondents do generally pro- 
fess to be men of humble station and without 
learning, they show a much greater readiness to 
appeal to " the Fathers" than to the words of 
Christ, and the teaching of his Apostles. We, 
therefore, think it right to call attention to " the 
use of the Fathers," and we entreat our Roman 
Catholic readers to give a candid consideration 
to what we have to say. We must be brief; but 
we will endeavour to give a brief illustration, 
which may throw some light on the subject. 

We are sure that none of our readers will say 
that the Fathers knew the truth better than Christ 
or the inspired Apostles. All Roman Catholics 
admit that every one of the Fathers was liable 
to fall into error, while the Apostles were di- 
vinely secured from all error. Is it safer or 
better to appeal to those who may err, or to those 
who cannot err ? 

The utmost that can be said is, that we may 
understand the Fathers better than the Scripture, 
and learn more easily from them. And this we 
will examine. 

We have a vast collection of books, written by 
bishops, clergy, and Catholic laymen, of the first 
twelve centuries. All these commonly go under 
the name of " the Fathers." A man of great 



